
Physics 
“I was an ordinary person who studied 

hard.”   -Richard Feynman 

2019-2020 

Classroom #300 

Mr. Ramirez 

ramirezj@eraisd.net 

Conference Period: 2:49-3:35PM 

Course Description 

Physics is the branch of science concerned with understanding the nature of matter and 

energy and their interactions. In the first semester of physics, we will study motion and 

forces, gravity, and conservation of energy and momentum. In the second semester, we 

will study thermodynamics, waves, electricity, magnetism, electromagnetism, 

electromagnetic waves/light, and nuclear, atomic, and quantum physics. The course 

has a laboratory component with accompanying reports. Laboratory safety and conduct 

will be emphasized and enforced. Students will also focus on literacy skills and guided 

inquiry. 

Rationale 

Why study physics? To change how you think. Physics is the art of taking a situation, 

turning it into math, and then turning that math back into words to accurately describe 

the situation. Like in life, physics gives you problems that don’t have apparent solutions. 

It’ll be up to you to use what’s given and your overall knowledge to solve the problem at 
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hand. Is physics challenging? Yes. Can you do well in it despite this? Absolutely! Now, 

let’s go see how the universe works! 

Materials List 

● 3 ring 1 inch binder 

● Dividers with tabs 

● Composition notebook 

● Pencils/pens 

● Notebook paper 

● Chromebooks and charger 

Classroom Expectations 

Be respectful. 

Be honest. 

Be proactive. 

Attendance/Tardy Policy 

Attending class regularly and on time will ensure your success both in and out of the 

classroom. Be in your seat and working on the bell ringer assignment when the tardy 

bell rings. Students are only allowed 5 tardies before receiving ISS.  

Grading Policy 

● Daily Grades - 40% 

● Test Grades - 45% 

● 6 Weeks Test Grades - 15% 

Daily grades will consist of weekly homework assignments, in-class assignments, and 

lab activities. Test grades will consist of weekly quizzes, unit tests, lab journal checks, 

and in-depth labs. 6 weeks test grades will consist of projects/6 weeks tests and lab 

reports. 
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Food & Drink Policy 

Water is allowed in class and must be in a closed water bottle. Food and drinks are not 

allowed in class. 

Absences & Late Work Policy 

If you are absent, you are responsible for obtaining and completing any makeup work 

and turning in any unfinished assignments within four school days after returning to 

school. If you are absent and miss a quiz or a test, it is your responsibility to schedule a 

time with your teacher to take the quiz or test. You must schedule this time within four 

days after returning to school. If you miss a lab day, you will be given an alternative lab 

assignment that will be determined by the teacher. Meet with your teacher to pick up 

this assignment after returning to school. It is your responsibility to get notes from a 

classmate for the days that you were absent. 

You are encouraged to speak with me if you know you will be absent ahead of time, 

including absences for extracurricular activities, so that we may plan any work that can 

be completed before or shortly after the absence. 

Late assignments will be deducted 10 points for each day late. After the third day, 

late assignments can only receive a grade as high as 70. After a week from the day that 

it is assigned, late assignments will no longer be accepted. 

Assignment Submission Policy 

Paper assignments will be turned in the Physics tray. Online assignments and lab 

reports will be submitted online via Canvas. 
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Homework Policy 

Homework will be assigned and posted on Canvas at the beginning of the week and 

due at the end of the week during the start of class. 5 to 10 questions will be assigned 

for homework every week. Assignments that aren’t finished in class will be homework 

that must be turned in the following day in order to receive full credit. Late homework 

will be subject to the late work policy. 

Electronic Device Policy 

Regular and Bluetooth earphones (AirPods included), tablets, MP3 players and iPods 

are not allowed during class. They must be put away. “Smart” watches must be off at all 

times and are not allowed during quizzes or tests. 

There will be some days that we will use our cell phones and there will be other days 

where they won’t be used. You will have two choices as to what you can do with your 

cell phone on our “cell phone-free” days. They can either be put in the cell phone 

pockets at the front of the class or be put on silent with Pocket Points on. You will be 

assigned a number and a cell phone pocket where you can place your cell phone. At 

the end of class, you may grab your cell phone from your pocket. 

If you’re on your cell phone on a day we aren’t using them and Pocket Points isn’t on, it 

will get taken up by the teacher and can be picked up at the end of class. If it happens 

again, it will be turned into the office where your parent will have to come in and pick it 

up. 

Chromebooks will be used in this class a lot so be sure to bring yours every day along 

with your charger. Personal laptops are allowed to be used in place of a chromebook. 

Use of that technology is still subject to the Student Code of Conduct. 
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Extra Credit Policy 

There will be opportunities to earn extra credit in this class. Up to 5 points of extra credit 

can go toward a single quiz or test for a given six weeks period. One way to earn extra 

credit is by doing a Physics in the News assignment. Another way to earn extra credit is 

by creating a science meme to go on the bulletin board. The rubrics for these 

assignments will be available on Canvas. Your teacher will notify the class of other 

opportunities to earn extra credit. 

Discipline Policy 

1. Warning 

2. Seat change 

3. Student/teacher conference 

4. Parent/coach conference 

5. Office referral 

If you aren’t meeting the classroom expectations, then you’ll receive a warning. If you 

disregard the warning, then you’ll be asked to change/move seats. If you continue to not 

follow the expectations, then you and I will have a one-on-one conference. If it 

continues, then we will have a conference with either your parent and/or 

athletic/academic coach. Finally, if it still continues, then you will receive an office 

referral. 

Pocket Points 

In this class, we will use the Pocket Points app to earn both individual and class 

rewards. Pocket Points is a mobile app that rewards you for being off your phone. The 

longer you stay off your phone, the better the rewards. We will collaborate as a class to 

determine individual rewards and class rewards. Each reward will cost a number of 
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hours you’re off your phone. The points you earn can be used at businesses that accept 

Pocket Points in order to receive a free item or discount. 

Academic Integrity Policy 

The use of any form of unauthorized aid to complete an assignment or test is 

considered to be cheating. This activity is defined as, but not limited to: 

● Submitting for class credit any project or material which is partially or totally the 

work of someone else, including copying papers, homework assignments or 

tests. 

● Preparing work for another student or giving/lending assigned work to another 

student who will represent this work as his/her own.  

● Communicating with anyone other than the teacher during a test, including giving 

or receiving verbal, written, or visual aid during a test.  

● Willfully exchanging (receiving or disclosing) information such as the content of a 

test with any other student who will be taking the test in another class or section.  

● Using the internet as a means to copy work or post work for other students to 

copy.  

● Plagiarizing work in any form, including plagiarism committed by a member of a 

group in which the group is responsible for the assignment. In such a case, all 

members of the group have violated the Academic Honesty Policy.  

● The classroom teacher has the option of not allowing the plagiarized assignment 

to be redone for graded credit and awarding an earned grade of zero credit. 

Grades for individual plagiarized projects will be addressed on a case-by-case 

basis between the student and the teacher.  

Let’s make this year a great year! Go Hornets! 

This syllabus is tentative and may be subject to change  
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Parent/Student Receipt & Acknowledgement of Syllabus 

Course Title: Physics 

Please review this syllabus with your child and sign below. 

Student: I have read the syllabus and understand all of the information contained in it. I 

agree to abide by all of the expectations and policies listed. 

Printed Student Name____________________________ 

Student Signature________________________________ Date___________________ 

Student email to use for correspondence________________________ 

❏ Student has computer access at home 

❏ Student has internet access at home 

Parent/Guardian: I understand all of the information contained in the syllabus and I 

have reviewed it with my child. My child has agreed to abide by all of the expectations 

and policies listed. 

Printed Parent Name_____________________________ 

Parent Signature_________________________________ Date___________________ 

Parent’s email for correspondence____________________ 

❏ Parent has computer access at home 

❏ Parent has internet access at home 

Comments or questions:  
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